
4th Sunday in Lent – Mar 14, 2021 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional 
homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may 
not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic 
and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to 
live in harmony. 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strength us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen 

 
OPENING HYMN – 768 Lead Me, Guide Me 
 
GREETING - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



KYRIE  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY - O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up 
this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, 
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, 
like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not 
the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22 
    1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord 
  and you delivered them from their distress.  
 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 



believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds 
may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 593 Drawn to the Light 
 
 
CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the 
church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of 
service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry especially Indigenous Christian 
Fellowship, our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness 
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry 
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis 
and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. 
Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or 
without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those 
who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. We pray especially for Terri, Beth, Lynne, 
Maureen, Paul, Michael, Dennis, and Harley. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we 
show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and 
bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the way 
seems long. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all 
who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 Amen. 

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our 
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
DIALOGUE  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                O Lord, holy Father,                                  through Christ  our      Lord. 
 

 
           You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
                    For the last paschal feast. 
 

 
                     Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace 
 

 
                 that belongs to the chil-                                                dren of   God. 
 
 

 
                And so, with the Church on earth and the              hosts of heaven, 
 

 
 
 
 
SANCTUS  



 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words & deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



  
With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.  God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
BENEDICTION AND BLESSING  
You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CLOSING HYMN – 759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 










